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Lab 14|Disscusion: Desertification
Desertification is the continued degradation of dry land ecosystems causing reduced biological productivity as a result of harsh climatic conditions or human activities. Antarctica is the only continent that is not affected by desertification. Kassas (2015) notes that a large population in the other parts of the world suffers from desertification particularly the poor. Desertification is ranked high among the major environmental challenges the world is facing today (Briassoulis, 2019).
[bookmark: _GoBack]Two strategies that can be used to combat desertification are; protecting the plant cover which is an instrument to reduce soil erosion caused by water and wind, also establishing economic activities outside dry areas. Encouraging the possibility to earn a living outside dry areas helps to reduce the pressure that those areas experience, for example, urban growth and development can help preserve dry land from exploitation which causes more degradation (Briassoulis, 2019).
If I was a dry land resident, I would use the following solutions to help reduce desertification. I would exercise sustainable land use by properly managing water and land. This way I would avoid overgrazing, make use of effective irrigation methods, and avoid plant exploitation. Additionally, I would practice alternative farming and industrial processes; having a livelihood that is less demanding on land and organic resources for instance dry land aquaculture for fish farming, and advocating for industrial compounds. This way I will help control desertification.
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